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Radical Hospitality:
The Key to Unlock Your Neighbor’s Heart



Question 1

A.Drugs 
B.Obesity 
C.Loneliness 
D.Tardiness

According to a recent study, what is the   
next BIG public health issue?



Question 2

A.The Heritage Singers 
B.The influence of a Christian home 
C.A trip to the Holy Land 
D.Pastor’s Fire Chili

What is more powerful than the best 
sermon?



Question 3

A.A headlight was out 
B.A rip in the driver’s seat 
C.A broken windshield  
D.The check engine light was on

What was wrong with BOTH used vehicles 
that the Evans’ family purchased?



Question 4

A.Friendliness toward animals 
B.Mutual love for one another 
C.Fellowship with other believers 
D.Love for strangers

What does the word “hospitality” mean 
in the Greek in Romans 12:13?



Society- Increasingly Isolated



A World of “Virtual” Friendships



A Lack of Quality Time



Capturing the Moment vs. Living in the Moment



“

” TIME online, March 18, 2015

Loneliness kills. That’s the 
conclusion of a new study 
by Brigham Young 
University researchers who 
say they are sounding the 
alarm on what could be 
the next big public-health 
issue, on par with obesity 
and substance abuse.



 3 in 4 Americans Struggle with Loneliness



“

”Harvard Business Review, Dr. Vivek H. Murthy, 
former Surgeon General of the United States

This level of disconnection 
is dangerous to our 
health. Loneliness has 
been alleged to have the 
same impact on our life 
expectancy as smoking 15 
cigarettes a day, with a risk 
factor that rivals excessive 
drinking or obesity.





Bottom 10 of 86 Questions: 

• “In our church it is possible to talk with other 
people about personal problems.”  

• “New Christians find friends in our church quickly.”  
• “When new people come to church events, we 

approach them lovingly and openly.”

Natural Church Development Survey (8 categories)



Signs of Relational Disconnectedness in the Church



Signs of Relational Disconnectedness in the Church

1. Potluck reduced to 1x a 
month 

2. Church empties quickly 
after worship 

3. Drive-in church 
(members live far away) 

4. No interaction with 
members outside of 
Sabbath morning



Looking at the back of someone’s head for 2 hours 
doesn’t deepen relationships



Why not just stay home and listen to a sermon?



Signs of Relational Disconnectedness During the Week



Signs of Relational Disconnectedness During the Week

1. Relationships are limited 
to social media 

2. Family doesn’t sit down 
and eat at least one meal 
together a day 

3. No interaction with work 
associates outside of the 
workplace 

4. Busy to the extreme



PROBLEM: Relationships Skim the Surface



Biblical Solution 
RADICAL HOSPITALITY



RADICAL HOSPITALITY



“

”Tom L. Evans

Opening one’s 
heart and home as 
a demonstration 
of the love of God.



“

”Stephen Rhodes, Where the Nations Meet

Hospitality takes 
courage. It takes a 
willingness to risk.





















New Testament Hospitality



“

”Acts 2:46-47

So continuing daily with one 
accord in the temple, and 
breaking bread from house to 
house, they ate their food with 
gladness and simplicity of heart, 
praising God and having favor 
with all the people.  And the 
Lord added to the church daily 
those who were being saved.



“

”Acts 5:42

And daily in the 
temple, and in every 
house, they did not 
cease teaching and 
preaching Jesus as 
Christ.





“

”

The mission of the home extends beyond its 
own members.  The Christian home is to be 
an object lesson, illustrating the excellence 
of the true principles of life.  Such an 
illustration will be a power for good in the 
world.  Far more powerful than any sermon 
that can be preached is the influence of a 
true home upon human hearts and lives.

Adventist Home, p. 31



Why is the influence of 
a home more powerful 

than a sermon? 
(identify three reasons)









Is HOSPITALITY 
a Spiritual Gift?



…or is HOSPITALITY a  
Biblical priority for ALL Christians?



• Seven gifts listed…does 
not mention hospitality. 

• New heading after verse 
eight,                           
“Behave Like a Christian”                                
(Romans 12:9-21)

Spiritual Gifts Passage: Romans 12:6-8



• Love 
• Abhor what is evil 
• Be kindly affectionate 

one to another 
• Serve the Lord 
• Rejoice in hope 
• Patient in tribulation 
• Continue steadfastly in 

prayer 

“Behave Like a Christian” (Romans 12:9-21)

• Distribute to the necessity of 
saints  

• Given to hospitality, Romans 
12:13 

• Associate with the humble 
• Not wise in your own opinion 
• Not repaying evil for evil 
• As much as possible live at 

peace with all men 
• Overcome evil with good



Given to hospitality

Given=	“Pursuing”
Hospitality=	philoxenia,	
“Love	of	strangers”

The	readiness	to	share	hospitality	(generosity)	
by	entertaining	in	one's	home,	etc.



• “Pursue hospitality” Romans 12:13 
• “Pursue love” I Corinthians 14:1

διώκω (diókó) 

Like a hunter pursuing a catch



1st Invitation to an 
Unchurched Person: 

Which is more effective? 
Come to my home for a meal… 

OR Come visit my church…

God’s Church Growth Strategy



“

”Hebrews 13:2

Do not forget to show 
hospitality to strangers, 
for by so doing some 
people have shown 
hospitality to angels 
without knowing it.



“One Another” Hospitality- 
59x in the New Testament



Two GROUPS of people to offer Biblical Hospitality to:

1.Unbelievers 
2.Believers



“

”I Peter 4:9

Be hospitable 
to one another 
without 
complaint. 



Description of an Elder: Titus 1:5-9

A lover of hospitality… Titus 1:8







“

”Testimonies, vol 6, p. 344

But the Lord has given 
the work of entertaining 
to ALL HIS PEOPLE. It is 
not in God’s order for one 
or two to do the 
entertaining for a 
conference or a church…



“

”

“A lover of hospitality” is among the 
specifications given by the Holy Spirit as 
marking one who is to bear responsibility 
in the church. And to the whole church is 
given the injunction: “Use hospitality one to 
another without grudging…” 

Adventist Home, p. 445



“

”

After Lydia and her household were 
baptized, “Lydia then invited Paul and his 
companions into her house (which 
probably became the Christians’ meeting 
place), for once the heart is opened, the 
home is opened too.

John Stott



Overcoming Barriers to Radical Hospitality



Overcoming Barriers to Radical Hospitality

•Hospitality is NOT 
just for someone 
else



Overcoming Barriers to Radical Hospitality

•Everything 
doesn’t have to 
be perfect…simple 
is better



Overcoming Barriers to Radical Hospitality

•You don’t have to 
be a great cook…



Overcoming Barriers to Radical Hospitality

•COSTCO is!



Overcoming Barriers to Radical Hospitality

•You don’t have to 
be a sanguine…
invite one to join 
you



Mara’s TOP 5 
Expressions of Hospitality



#5

Home cooked “take away” food for HUNGRY single students



#4

Introducing our “4-legged friends” to our “2-legged friends”



#3

Friends and Neighbors for the holidays



#2

International Foods:  
How many Koreans does it take to make kimchi soup?



#1

Family adventures with foster children 
(respite), exchange students and orphans



Top Award

When Tom helps in the kitchen!



Broken Windshields, Healing Hearts



craigslist.org



craigslist.org

Same Suburb (Garland), Same Price, 
Same Problem (broken windshield).



My wife 
“Mara”

Brenda Margarito

My son 
“JJ”My son 

“Lukas”





“

”Review and Herald, May 28, 1889

There is a great work to 
be done, and if you go to 
your neighbor with your 
heart all warm and 
glowing with love, do you 
not think that you can 
find the key to unlock 
your neighbor's heart?



Radical Hospitality Challenge- Part 1

Increase FELLOWSHIP opportunities at your church



Radical Hospitality Challenge- Part 2

During the next 30 days: Invite a neighbor or co-worker to your 
home for a meal. Share a small gift afterward.



Question 1

A.Drugs 
B.Obesity 
C.Loneliness 
D.Tardiness

According to a recent study, what is the   
next BIG public health issue?



Question 2

A.The Heritage Singers 
B.The influence of a Christian home 
C.A trip to the Holy Land 
D.Pastor’s Fire Chili

What is more powerful than the best 
sermon?



Question 3

A.A headlight was out 
B.A rip in the driver’s seat 
C.A broken windshield  
D.The check engine light was on

What was wrong with BOTH used vehicles 
that the Evans’ family purchased?



Question 4

A.Friendliness toward animals 
B.Mutual love for one another 
C.Fellowship with other believers 
D.Love for strangers

What does the word “hospitality” mean 
in the Greek in Romans 12:13?



A presentation by: Tom L. Evans, DMin 
Contact: Tom.Evans@oc.npuc.org
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